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In th e Claims: _ A ... . 

" . A „ c 4 n <5o o*; 97 **o 32 and 35-50 without 

Please cancel claims 8, 9, 11-12, 16, 19-22, 25, 27, 30, ^ a™ 

prejudice and amend the claims as follows: 

! . (Currently Amended) A method of locating an item in a network of vending 

machines, comprising: 

receiving, at a vending machine in the network of vending machines, a purchase 
order for the item, the vending machine being configured to dispense at least one type 
of item when stocked with the at least one item; 

m r^nnnse to »"» "..rnhme order. transmitting T -^-^etw^k 

ee^e^^ int e rfac e o f the ending m ac h i n e, a request 

for the ^ „ ia . network published through a network interface of the 

»6>nriinn machine; and 

receiving, at the vending machine, a response to the request indicative of 
whether the item is available at at least one other vending machine configured to 
dispense the item when stocked with the item, whereby a user can retrieve the item at 
the at least one other vending machine when the item is available at the at least one 
other vending machine. 

2 (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , further comprising outputting 
to the user, from an output device of the vending machine, an indication of the 
availability of the item at the at least one other vending machine. 

3 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the transmitting 
comprises transmitting the request to the at least one other vending machine. 

4 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 . w**em fqrther comprising 
prior to transmitting, aeterrrMD^the vending machine, de^eea the availability of 
item at the vending machine, and if the item is not available at the vending machine, 
then transmitting the request. 
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„ (Current* Amended) The method of daim 1 . wherein ft* giving the 
response comprises giving the response from the at least one other vend.no 

machine. 

6 (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein receiving the response comprises 
receiving the response from a control system configured to process item requests for a 
plurality of vending machines of the network of vending machines. 

7 (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising outputting to an output 
device a message indicating whether the item was located at the at least one other 
vending machine and, if so, indicating a location of the at least one other vend.ng 
machine. 

8-9. (Cancel) 

10 (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

receiving, at the vending machine, a payment amount for the item; and 
receiving an electronic refund request for the purchase order. 

11-12. (Cancel) 

13 (Original) The method of claim 10, further comprising refunding the payment 
amount if customer information received through the network connection satisfies 
refund conditions. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 13, wherein the refund conditions comprise a 
threshold number of purchases made by a requestor of the refund. 

1 5 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising :[[,]] 

if the item is available at the at least one other vending machine, determ.n.ng 
whether a price adjustment is necessary for the item: 
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^.m^m is determ '"^ «" necessary ariii. sting a price for the 



if a price a 
item: and 

Splaying the adjust ^ prir^ to the user. 



16. (Cancel) 

17 (Curmnfly Amended) ^-^4-^-^- 1 . . ha *, tnn - mit ti ng 
se ^ c s tnwmMn o ih Huy W mrttind of Inking „n Bern in a netwo* of vend,ng 

manhines. comprising: 

, rrrH n n - m a .hine m Th» Qf ve"^"n machines, a purchase 

w th . it.m. the n^.hin ft heinc, configured to dispense at least ope type 

nf itam when *tr,r.ked with tb » at least one item; 

jn rrT ^ ^ ^.vinn the pur chase order, transmitting a reguest for the .tem to 
a control system configured to process item requests for a plurality of vending machines 
of the network of vending machines , Inn mgMC-t hoing transmitted via a network 

^ablish ^ ^,.nh n network interface of the vending machine; and 

rrrri . rin n -» ^ w^ndinn ma c *-* « ^nonse to the request indicative of 
.., ha ^ «h« item i r at a t least one other vending machine configured to 

th e item the item whereby a user ran retrieve the rtem a t 

^ « u^i one a ft- — ™r.hine when the item is available at the at least one . 
other ve nding machine, 

18 (Original) The method of claim 17. further comprising, determining, by the 
control system, whether any of a plurality of vending machines of the network of 
vending machines has the item. 



19-22. (Cancel) 



23. 



(Currently Amended) A ^ bearing m ed ium machine-readable program 



product , comprisingi 

g mm puter rea^ hlg medium: and 
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a program mum, 1 ™ f — T"1" """^ mediu ' n Whe " !Mifi2m 

and r outed by a processor located In a vend.ng 

machine in *e a network of vending machines, performs an operation, compns,ng : 

receiving a purchase order for the item at the vending machine, the vend.ng 

machine being configured to dispense a. least one type of item when stocked with me 

at least one item; m 

- p^, to rec -'-lT! order, transmittin g, -v i a a nrt w ort 

GefMMeti9 ^ 6t9Wt5he44 ^ a . ^ uhX i n tn r hrr. o f H ,u e n ding m ir hino, a request 

for ,ne item - n—"* ""»'»" "I""* fl l " l, '*' C ' " 

x/ondin g machine ; and 

receiving, at the vending machine, a response to the request ind.catrve of 
whether the Item is available at at least one other vending machine configured to 
dispense the item when stocked with the item, whereby a user can retrieve the item at 
the a. least one other vending machine when the item is avaUable at the at least one 
other vending machine. 

24 (Currently Amended) The sigpal b o arin g m oril.. m proqrarn product of claim 
23 further comprising outputting to the user, from an output device of the vend.ng 
machine, an indication of the availability of the item at the at least one other vend.ng 
machine. 

25. (Cancel) 

26 (Currently Amended) The 

23 ..^^.rHwirnomDrMnq. prior to transmitting, determining the vend.ng 
machine, extern*** the availability of item at the vending machine, and if the rtem .s 
not available at the vending machine, then transmitting the request. 



27. (Cancel) 



5 



PAGE 7110 * RCVD AT 1(712005 5:52:55 Pltl [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 ' DNIS:8729306 * CSID:+7136234846 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-34 



Jan-07-05 0 5:56pm Frora-Mosar, Patterson & Sheridan L L P. +713 623 484B T-027 P 008/01 0 F-473 

PATENT 

Atty.OkL ROC920010064US1 

28 (Currently Amended) The to™" 0 pr ° dU * ° f C ' alm 
23' wherein receiving the response comprises receiving the response from a control 
system configured to process item requests for a plurality of vending machines of the 

network of vending machines. 

29 (Currently Amended) The ^e^m^m program product of claim 
23 further comprising outputting to an output device a message indicating whether the 
item was located at the at least one other vending machine and, if so, lnd.cat.ng a 
location of the at least one other vending machine. 

30. (Cancel) 

31. (Currently Amended) The ug n o l b ciri ng m od i , ,m pmqmm product of claim 

23 further comprising:[[J] 

if the item is available at the at least one other vending machine, determin.ng 

whether a price adjustment is necessary for the Item; 

=, - ^.rtmant is d ^™in»* nere^rv adj. .sting a price for the 

item: and 

His plavinQ the adjusted Price to the user. 
32. (Cancel) 

33 (Currently Amended) The ol g n al b ea ring m e di u m program product of claim 
23 wherein transmitting comprises transmitting the request to a control system 
configured to process item requests for a plurality of vending machines of the network 

of vending machines. 

34 (Currently Amended) The sig nal bearing m ed i u m proqram produc t of claim 
33, further comprising, determining, by the control system, whether any of a plurahty of 
vending machines of the network of vending machines has the item. 
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35-50. (Cancel) 
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